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Night at the Opera 
 

Houston Brass Quintet  Grades: 3-12 

ABOUT THE PERFORMANCE 
 
From clapping the Anvil chorus to watching a skit where Rossini himself conducts his work, this interactive 
performance will have your students laughing, engaged, and learning about opera! Students will learn about 
composers, plots to famous operas, brass instruments, conducting, and a whole lot more! 
 
TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills): 

 Music Language 
Arts 

Math Science Social Studies The Student Will: 
3 3.4, 3.5 3.1, 3.2, .3.3, 

3.6, 3.7, 3.11 
3.1 3.6 3.10, 3.11, 3.12 * Demonstrate appropriate concert etiquette during live 

performances. 
* Investigate how sound is made. 
* Write original reports, poems, and other forms.  
 

4 4.4, 4.5 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 
4.6, 4.7, 4.11 

4.1 4.6 4.17 

5 5.4, 5.5 5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 
5.6, 5.7, 11 

5.1 5.6 5.20, 5.21 

6 6.4, 6.5 6.5, 6.6, 6.10 6.1  6.13, 6.14, 6.15, 6.16, 6.17 
7 7.4, 7.5 7.5, 7.6, 7.10 7.1  7.18 
8 8.4, 8.5 8.5, 8.6, 8.10 8.1  8.23, 8.24, 8.25, 8.26 

H.S. 5, 6 4, 5, 9   World Hit., Ethnic Studies 

 
STAAR (State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness): 

Writing 
Grade 4, 7 
Recording Category 1 
(10) Composition: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts--writing process. The 
student uses the writing process recursively to compose multiple texts that are legible and uses appropriate 
conventions. 
 

 
 
Academic Vocabulary: 

Brass *Contrary to its name, these musical instruments are not limited to the 
material brass. They project sound with the vibration of lips, which in turn 
vibrates the air inside the instrument. Tubes and valves act as amplifiers 
and modifiers for a more distinct pitch and note. 
 

Quintet *A group of five people playing instruments or singing together. 
 

Opera *A dramatic work in one or more acts, set to music for singers and 
instrumentalists. Opera is a genre of classical music. 
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Tuba *The lowest-pitched musical instrument in the brass family. 

 
Trumpet *A brass instrument commonly used in classical and jazz ensembles. The 

trumpet group ranges from the piccolo trumpet with the highest register in 
the brass family, to the bass trumpet. 
 

Cornet 
 

*A brass instrument resembling a trumpet but shorter and wider, played 
chiefly in bands. 
 

Trombone *A brass instrument with a telescoping slide mechanism that varies the 
length of the instrument to change the pitch. 
 

French horn *A brass instrument made of tubing wrapped into a coil with a flared bell. 
 

Mute *A device that alters the timbre (tonal quality) of a brass instrument. Most 
mutes go inside the bell of the instrument. 
 

 
 
CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS: 
 
Before the performance 

• What do you know about brass instruments? 
• Can you or someone you know play a brass instrument? 
• What do you know about opera? 
• Have any of you ever seen an opera? 

 
After the performance: 

• What did you learn from the presentation? 
• Write, draw, tell, sing, dance, or act out your favorite part. 

 
Language Arts:  
 

• Write your own short opera, using voices and/or instruments. 
• Turn a favorite story into an opera. 
• Write a poem, song, rap, or chant about the brass family of instruments. 
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Math:  
 

• Find out about the lengths and other measurements of a brass instrument. Examples: 
o The total length of tubing used in cornets and trumpets is about 6.5 feet long. 
o French horn tubing is about 18 feet long. 
o The tubing length of trombones, baritones, and euphoniums is about 9 feet 

long and can be longer. 
o Tubas and sousaphones are about 13 - 18 feet in length. 

• Make up and solve math problems related to the presentation. 
 

 
 

Social Studies: 
 

• Listen to and read about famous brass players, such as Louis Armstrong or Wynton 
Marsalis.  

• Create a short opera about an event in history. 
 

 
 

Science:  
 

• Study how sound is created in brass instruments and in other ways. 
 

 
 

Resources: 
 
More about brass instruments:  
https://www.musicalhow.com/brass-instruments/ 
 
More about opera:  
https://www.theodysseyonline.com/5-things-about-opera 
 
https://www.britannica.com/art/opera-music 
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ABOUT THE ARTIST: 
Houston Brass Quintet is a chamber music group in Houston with a focus on diverse music genres, collaboration in 
the arts community, arts education, and service to those in need in the greater Houston area. As a non-profit, the 
ensemble brings high-level chamber music to those who may not normally get that exposure. 
 


